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This book represents a statement of the 11
paradigm underpinning the Croatian Pavilion
at the 19th International Architecture Exhi-
bition—La Biennale di Venezia 2025. Titled
“Intelligence of Errors”, the pavilion is an artis-
tic and research-based installation dedicated
to investigating ways in which errors in spa-
tial design and policy can be used as resourc-
es for learning and making new worlds.

The pavilion is part of a broader project of
Intelligence of Errors, envisioned to spawn
future iterations in education, research, and
design. Its origins can be found in numerous
projects by members of the pavilion team—
where they have used imbalances, flaws, and
breakages as resources—as well as, most
formally, in the method of Error Harvest. De-
veloped by two authors of this Introduction,
we believe Error Harvest’s primary value lies
in its articulation of a simple, clear, and con-
text-adaptive educational method, one that
has already been coalescing in the currents
of philosophy of architecture and system de-
sign, and one that we recognized as already
inherent to various local practices. The most
relevant use of Error Harvest has been in the
education of architects, designers, policy-
-makers and researchers at the Urban Stud-
ies post-master program at University of Rije-
ka. As a project, Intelligence of Errors invites
diversification and development of the core




logic of Error Harvest—using errors in ser-
vice of the plurality of forms of the collective
good—across multiple disciplines: from di-
verse strands of conceptual and empirical re-
search to those of system and product design;
from diverse strands of architectural and
infrastructural work to those of artistic and
cultural production. The Croatian 2025 Pavil-
ion serves both as an expression of this insti-
gating gesture and as an example of one step
in this direction. With regard to the latter, the
pavilion gave us the opportunity to test some
possibilities for a distinctly artistic articula-
tion of Error Harvest, as opposed to its initial
educational variant that focused on analytical
and design applications.

This book traces the Intelligence of Errors
project from its theoretical foundations to its
realization as an exhibition piece. Its aim is to
present the project as a contribution to the an-
nouncement and development of a new para-
digm for thinking and designing spatial and so-
cio-technical systems. The book (1) provides an
overview of contemporary theoretical develop-
ments that exemplify various research strands
representative of the broader turn toward
“broken world” thinking and design, and (2) 12
serves as a document of the Croatian Pavilion’s
first iteration of Intelligence of Errors as a dis-
tinct research and design program within, and
building upon, this “broken world” approach.

The first part of the book, Foundations, is
dedicated to the currents in contemporary
philosophies of architecture, culture, and
knowledge that lay the groundwork for the
paradigm shift in how we think about com-

13 plex socio-technological, spatial and infra-

structural systems—of which Intelligence of
Errors should be considered as a part. While
these texts by no means exhaust the the-
retical groundwork of Intelligence of Errors,
they provide brief and precise accounts of
its key conceptual commitments and outline
the theoretical developments underpinning
the project.

Foundations opens with Kiel Moe’s and Dan-
iel Friedman’s diagnosis of our current con-
dition at the start of the 21st Century. Us-
ing the film A/l is Lost (JC Chandor; 2013)

as a parable, they sketch the collapse of the
modernist project and the rise of an alter-
native understanding of the world and our
place in it—namely, what they identify as the
new paradigm of “broken world design”. This
paradigm abandons comprehensive planning
and radical technological optimism in favor
of improvisational reason, local knowledge
and, crucially, a model of deliberate progress
that acknowledges and utilizes the non-
-ideal aspects of the real world—the imper-
fections, vices, and error-proneness of our
designs within it.



Following this vivid diagnosis—and the pro-
posal of “broken world design” as a response to
the multiple interlocking crises we face—the

next two essays investigate different approach-

es to enacting and realizing this treatment.

Keller Easterling’s essay encapsulates her
“medium design” approach that aims at un-
derstanding and hacking for collective bene-
fit the complex interrelations among diverse
socio-technical systems. Put simply, Easter-
ling focuses on identifying problems that arise
from the incompatibilities and contradictions
within the practices and technologies of inter-
national capitalist political economy, and using
those very problems to weaken the power of
oligarchs and autocrats, and in doing so, cre-
ate new affordances for development of libera-
tory routines, collectives, and institutions.
14

Valeria Graziano’s paper provides an account
of social practices that realize a key aspect of
exploiting errors inherent to vicious and dys-
functional systems of power—namely, practic-
es that generate collective good by making use
of the system’s glitches, malfunctions, absurd-
ities, incongruities, and neglectfulness. Gra-
ziano traces such practices across a range of
contexts, traditions, and different theoretical
treatments, beginning with the Yugoslav and

post-Yugoslav cultural ethos of “Snadi se, druze”

as a kind of shorthand for cunning exploitation

of the systems’ weaknesses and inherent vi-
ces for collective emancipatory ends.
Foundations concludes with an essay by 15
Marko-Luka Zubgié, written specifically as

a theoretical treatment of the Intelligence of
Errors, and ultimately serving to draw to-
gether the conceptual line of thought con-
necting the previous interventions into a
shared paradigm. Zubg&ié begins by focusing
on the epistemological story behind Intelli-
gence of Errors, introducing the central

role of recognition and revision of error with-
in pragmatism and institutional epistemolo-
gy. Following this fundamental story, Zubgié¢
opens a discussion on the various ways er-
rors can be identified and addressed. While
the prevailing intuition may suggest that
errors are something to be fixed, the central
proposition of Intelligence of Errors is that
some errors can instead serve as resources
in realization of liberation and collective good
in a broken world. Errors offer opportunities
to dismantle or sabotage the dominant or-
der, as well as to cultivate parallel structures
of care, liberation, and innovation that elude
dominant order’s control and surveillance.
Zubgéié recognizes key developments explored
in previous essays—along with other crucial
developments in theory and method—as dif-
ferent expressions of this approach to error:
of cunningly exploiting it, instead of fixing it.



The second part of the book, Fieldnotes, pre-
sents the Croatian Pavilion at the 19th Inter-
national Architecture Exhibition—La Biennale
di Venezia 2025. It opens with Jana Culek’s
essay on the research and design process,
outlining the conceptual, analytical, and in-
vestigative considerations underpinning the
development of Intelligence of Errors. Field-
notes concludes the book with a presenta-
tion of the pavilion itself, in particular empha-

sizing its material, physical—architectural
—instantiation.

This iteration, in the form of an exhibition,
marks the beginning of the Intelligence of Er-
rors project. As noted, we consider this work
part of a broader interdisciplinary paradigm
that uses the brokenness of the world as a ba-
sis for liberation and true progress. From our
perspective, this paradigm is still in its early
days—and the opportunities for its future ex-
pressions and developments are vast. We have
much to learn from errors, in many ways we
have yet to discover.




